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Instruments of Argentina´s State Policy Supporting Cross-border Cooperation in Reserach Education and Innovation

The Ministry of Science, Technology and Productive Innovation was created in Argentina in 2007 and was the first Ministry in Latin America to consider productive innovation as connected to science and technology. The rationale behind the implementation of these policies is that they must contribute to improving sustainable development and social inclusion in Argentina.

The Ministry consists of two executive secretariats: The Secretariat for Scientific and Technological Articulation and the Secretariat for Science, Technology and Innovation Policies and Planning, as well as the National Program for the Popularization of Science and Innovation. It has also organisms which report to it: the National Agency for the Promotion of Science and Technology, the National Scientific and Technical Research Council (CONICET), the Argentine Nanotechnology Foundation (FAN) and Dr Manuel Sadosky Foundation.
Through the Innovative Argentina 2020 National Plan, the Ministry emphasizes policies focused on technologies (nanotechnology, biotechnology and ICT) and strategic sectors (environment and sustainable development, agribusiness, energy, health, industry and social development) in order to drive inclusive innovation based on the full use of national scientific-technological capabilities, increasing competitiveness and improving the population`s quality of life.
The Ministry`s actions include:

· Investment: The science and technology budget has increased significantly since 2003.

· Incentives: over 1000 Argentine scientists are back in the country, in addition to those already engaged in science in Argentina.

· Training: training of human resources meets the knowledge requirements of a new techno-productive matrix.

· Management: science and technology organizations and institutions make up a coordinated system, thus improving efficiency.
· Production: promotion of technology-based innovation and incorporation of science into local companies´ productive culture.

· Integration: the transfer of knowledge contributes to a balanced development throughout the country.

· Dissemination: scientific and technological activities are promoted in order to transmit the value of knowledge to the public.

· International Cooperation: key actions and agreements devoted to enhance local capacities and areas of vacancy, regional integration and internationalization of SMEs.
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Participation in the H2020: Challenges and Options for the “New” Developed Countries.

Considering the global dimension of Horizon 2020, it is important to facilitate the exchange of views for the enhancement of international research cooperation. Argentinian researchers have a large tradition in cooperating with the EU since the Third Framework Program.  In 1999 an International Cooperation Agreement was signed (The first in LAC region) and in 2005 a Liaison Office for enhancing bilateral cooperation  on research and innovation was jointly funded by the EC and MINCYT. An overview of the main activities and indicators reflecting this successful cooperation from a third country will be briefly exposed with the main objective of presenting problems and bottlenecks concerning participation and networking in H2020 for Argentina as well as from a Latin American perspective.
Some suggestions will be presented for future discussions.
