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Motivation and objectives of the research

• Foresight scenarios are not only useful presentational devices to show that many
aspects of the future are open. Scenarios are means for generating advice that
helps policymakers initiate actions in the present or near future that will be of
long-term significance.

• Despite the influence that such advice may have on policy decisions, the Foresight
literature has paid very little attention to the creation of policy recommendations.

• The method proposed and the findings (Three Influencing Factors on Foresight-
Based Advising Processes) have implications for why and how these factors can be
incorporated as ‘key features’ in the design of Foresight activities.

• The aim is also to raise awareness of the need for more exploration of Foresight
recommendation methodology.
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Four scenarios on European RTDI governance in 2030

Incremental changes in RTDI 
governance and surroundings

New socio-technical regimes, 
transformative structural changes

1. Global market 
coordination for jobs 
and growth

2. Intergovernmental 
action for Grand 
Challenges

3. Public participation 
for human well-being

4. Integrated expertise 
for sustainability

http://www.eravisions.eu/scenarios

VERA exploratory scenarios

http://www.eravisions.eu/scenarios


Sample size
in the VERA 
recommending 
phase



Fluency of ideas in VERA : REPOSITION factor (1/2)
Scenario stimulation ranking (insights/participant)  (4: most stimulating; 1: least stimulating) 



Originality of ideas: REPOSITION factor (2/2) 

(*): top scenario in 
terms of originality

(**): bottom scenario in 
terms of originality



Perspectives flexibility: REPRESENTATION factor (1/1)

How to read this table?

(*) stakeholder’s preferred 

dimension

(**) stakeholder that is 

most interested in this 

dimension

(***) both previous 

circumstances (*) and (**) 
happen simultaneously. 

Insights (%) generated by actor and ERA dimension: actors´ preferences



Intervention in advising: RESOLUTION factor (1/2)
Interventions associated to the resolution factor



Influence of RESOLUTION in advice elaboration (2/2)



Modulating foresight advice: conclusions

REPOSITION people in highly 
transformed scenarios to get a 
larger number of original ideas

Choose an adequate 
REPRESENTATION of actors 

(knowledge field and function 
within the system) to comply 

better with the sponsor´s 
perspective 

Design the RESOLUTION process 
through adequate elicitation and 

advice argumentation process  

FORESIGHT 
ADVICE

• REPOSITION: Influence on the 
volume (fluency) and originality of 
insights 

• REPRESENTATION: Influence on 
insights perspectives

• RESOLUTION: influence in the 
level of elaboration of advice



3R Methodological Frame for Sound advice
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